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A memorable milestone! In 2018,
Evangelical Seminary will celebrate
65 faithful years imparting
transformational wisdom and biblical
training, preparing men and women
as effective servant leaders, pursuing
God’s calling and leading in their
lives. Our alums are uniquely serving
families, churches, and communities,
here locally and around the world.
In honor of this significant anniversary, we are
asking for 65 friends to make a commitment to
donate $65 per month to Evangelical, beginning
January 1, 2018. These additional funds will assist
the seminary in developing more Christ-centered
leaders, equipped to minister to a broken and
complex world. There are several ways you can
make your gift. For more information visit our
website at evangelical.edu/give-now/; or contact
Ann Steel by phone at 717.866.5775, ext. 2143, or
by email at asteel@evangelical.edu.

Your $65 monthly gift will make
you a friend like no other!

Friends
are Friends

A

Forever

bout 50 years ago, the Beatles and British
singer Joe Cocker insisted in song that they
get by with a little help from their friends.
Later, both James Taylor and Randy Newman
assured us you’ve got a friend.

One of my favorite Christian songs about relationship,
“They Will Know We are Christians
by our Love,” was written by a
Catholic priest in the late 60s.
“Friends are friends forever, if the
Lord’s the Lord of them,” crooned
Michael W. Smith in 1987. And
with that song, a generation
of Christian friends shed tears
of goodbye as close friends
graduated, moved away, or started
a new job.

now, dearest friend, reveal your heart and speak your
mind.”
What he alludes to is the special ingredient, the presence
of the Spirit of Christ, which creates the potential for
Christian friendship to become something more healing
and restorative than found elsewhere in the world.

The presence of the
Spirit of Christ allows
Christian friendship to be
something more healing
and restorative than found
elsewhere in the world.

Strangely, there have been few
stand-out Christian songs about friendship since. We
who follow Jesus have much to offer this broken world
regarding healthy human relationships. We just do it
more often in books and sermons than in song. When
we speak of relationships today, we focus primarily on
marriage and family dynamics, as is probably appropriate.
Centuries ago, however, when the ideal for the Christian
clergy was celibacy, spiritual friendship was more often
contemplated and addressed.
An English abbot of the 12th century, Aelred of Rievaulx,
explored the virtues and values of deep friendship among
believers, both inside and outside of monasteries. He
offered a profound invitation…
“Here we are, you and I, and I hope that Christ makes a
third with us. No one can interrupt us now.... So come

This issue of Enthuse is about
friendship…and a few particular
friends of the Seminary. We are
glad to share stories about some
special folks who are one with
us in mission. There are far too
many for our limited space; those
profiled here are representative of
a much larger body of friends who
walk with us and encourage us.
We are grateful for all of them!

If you are not yet a friend of Evangelical, would you
consider becoming one? We need more friends! (Who
doesn’t?) In friendship, the Spirit of Christ will make both
our hearts sing…even if we sound nothing like Michael
W. Smith!
May we pay you a visit or invite you to campus to talk
about what our friendship could look like? Please email
me at president@evangelical.edu if you’d like to get
together and talk. I’m looking forward
to it!
Grace,

Tony Blair
President
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Partnering for

P

artnerships with other like-minded institutions
are key to the future of theological education.
In June, faculty from Evangelical traveled to
Indiana, joining with Huntington University
faculty to deliver the Veritas Theological
Institute. This is an initiative funded by the
Lilly Endowment, addressing the dilemma of why so
many twenty-somethings are forgoing formal church
attendance. We hope to help shed some insights for
addressing this trend!
As Winebrenner Theological Seminary (Findlay, OH)
closed its location in Scotland, PA, it chose to partner
with Evangelical Seminary when developing a teach-out
agreement for its students. Through that partnership,
Evangelical welcomed five new MDiv students for the
start of the Fall 2017 semester.
In addition, Evangelical is working with members of the
theology faculty at Philadelphia’s LaSalle University
to adopt elements of its recently-retired Doctorate
in Theology (ThD) program—tailoring that excellent
program to an evangelical community. Applications by
Evangelical to its accrediting agencies are underway, and
we hope to have this program up and running by the
Fall of 2018. Contact us if you want to know more about
this proposed degree—one that offers convenience and
flexibility within a doctoral level program!
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Partnerships with other
like-minded institutions
are key to the future of
theological education.
And finally, we have another exciting innovation to
announce, and a corresponding partnership developing,
with Tabor College—a Kansas-based school with deep
Anabaptist roots. Evangelical will soon be offering a
Master of Divinity (MDiv) completion program to Tabor
grads. Students will be able to transfer their Master of Arts
degrees in one of several Christian disciplines, gaining
the full 36 credits from that prior MA toward an MDiv
degree at Evangelical. Yes, that’s correct! No lost credits in
the transfer. Tabor will be our pioneer
partner, although we expect to form
similar degree completion agreements
with other schools.

Jim Ehrman
Dean of Academic Programs

Value

Added

A WORTHY AND TALENTED DUO

T

wo of the seminary’s best friends are married
to each other! I’m speaking of Beth and
Bernie Bostwick, both operating businesses
in Lancaster, PA. Beth is the founder and
president of Masterpiece Marketing, and
she has been Evangelical’s chief marketing
partner for most of the past decade. In fact, the magazine
you are reading was produced by Masterpiece, with Beth’s
personal expert guidance. She also comes alongside to
create the appeal letters you may already receive from us.
Over the years, Beth has helped the seminary with
countless printing projects, as well as a previous website,
our original branding, and direct mail projects. She is a
true friend, protective of God’s good work here, making
sure we are announcing and advertising in the most
effective way possible. We benefit from her connections,
her questions, her wisdom, and her friendship.
For a flavor of Masterpiece Marketing’s approach go
to their website (masterpiecemarketing.com) and
click on the “Hello!” and “Woo Hoo” menu options.
Those labels alone give some idea of the enthusiastic,
positive approach that Beth and her team embody.
Look particularly at their core values: share our faith,
act with integrity, listen and encourage, focus on serving,
respect others, energize our clients, create with passion,
demonstrate grace, embrace all ideas, engage in learning,
and illuminate opportunities. This is the Evangelical
experience with our friends at Masterpiece Marketing.
Ambassador Advisors, a Christian financial advisory
company, is another organization profiting from Beth’s
marketing savvy. Her husband, Bernard (we know him as
Bernie), serves Ambassador as Executive Vice President,
where he assists Evangelical Seminary as manager of our
endowment and reserve funds. There’s obviously a great

We are delighted to have
found friends we know
we can trust implicitly.
deal of trust in whomever is chosen to steward the future
of a ministry. We are delighted to have found friends we
know we can trust implicitly.
Evangelical had previously utilized the services of a
major banking chain, but it lacked the personal care and
attention a specialty firm provides. Through a highly
competitive process, we selected Ambassador Advisors
three years ago. We chose a company that shares our
commitment, provides wisdom beyond investment
strategies, is responsive to our needs and questions, and
charges a reasonable fee for service. They value what we
value, and have been a helpful partner in our investment
decisions. Bernie has personally helped us by providing
financial planning wisdom to our board of trustees and
other friends, by chairing the fundraising committee
for our Dorsey Museum fundraising initiatives, and by
sharing expertise from his own passion for the Gospel.
Together, Bernie and Beth support Evangelical with
their prayers, their many words of encouragement, their
creativity, and their gifts. We are grateful for both of these
friends—not just for what they do for us, but also for who
they are, individually and together.

Tony Blair
President
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THE EVANGELICAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A

Parent and Partner
and Friend

s part of the Pense Center’s mission to
bridge the divide between the academy
and the local church, we are excited to
announce that we have developed a new
denominational center. We currently have
centers for United Methodist Studies and
Anabaptist Studies. This semester we are launching the
Center for Evangelical Congregational (EC) Studies.

its own pastors (and others). Many of these courses will
be held on campus at the Pense Center; others will be
offered online or over weekend-long intensives.

To map out a strategic vision for the new EC Center, staff
from Evangelical’s Pense Learning Center met initially
with leaders of the Evangelical Congregational Church,
and then internally with President Tony Blair and Dean
Jim Ehrman, so that the work of the Center reflects the
mission and values of both constituencies.

As stated in the strategic mission statement of the EC
Center, the center will develop educational units in such
topics as: Biblical interpretation, worldview, mission,
Arminian theology, EC polity and eschatology, each from
an Evangelical Congregational perspective. The center
will also provide a space for EC leaders and pastors to
discuss current issues facing the church.

The new EC Center will work in conjunction with the
Pense Center, not only through courses offered by the
Institute for Church Leadership, but also to develop new
programming. We envision continuing education courses
and seminars for current Evangelical Congregational
pastors and congregants.
One of the primary goals of this partnership is to increase
educational offerings which the EC Church can offer to
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The EC Center will also have a web presence to promote
the center and its activities. To help launch this initiative,
the Evangelical Congregational Church committed some
seed money for the 2017-18 fiscal year.

Mark Draper
Executive Director of
Pense Learning Center

A Congregation
of Giving Friends
TRINITY EC CHURCH

Be Disciples, Make Disciples.

That’s the mission of Trinity Evangelical Congregational
Church in Lititz, PA. Indeed, of the disciples Trinity has
made over its history, seventeen have gone on to full-time
vocational ministry in the U.S., with two others involved in
international missions. Such is the
vibrant disciple-making rhythm of
a healthy church!
Trinity’s commitment to Be
Disciples, Make Disciples, however,
does not stop under their own
roof, or in their own town. Rather,
the congregation raises up more
disciples and disciple-makers
through Evangelical.

“Alpha” adult Sunday school class has become a stream
of blessing for the seminary. Not content to minister
only to each other through Bible study and prayer, class
members have decided to further the disciple-making
process beyond their class by regularly pooling their
resources to support Evangelical’s Fund for Students. We
are particularly grateful for the
leadership role that Trustee Ruth
Fry-McKennon plays in this class
and in the congregation.

The church’s faithfulness
to the Lord by giving to
Evangelical has circled
around to bless their
own faith community.

The church’s faithfulness to the
Lord by giving to Evangelical has circled around to bless
their own faith community. Both their Senior Pastor
Nathan Fry (who grew up in the Trinity church) and their
Associate Pastor Ryan Taylor, were trained for ministry at
Evangelical. Today they’re using the tools God developed
in them while at seminary to make disciples at Trinity and
beyond.
Not only does the church invest in the seminary through
its annual budget, individual members of Trinity also give
generously and regularly to Evangelical, ensuring that the
process of multiplication continues. Additionally, their

As Pastor Nathan said, ”Lititz
Trinity supports Evangelical
Seminary because it provides
solid, biblical training for pastors.”
Trinity EC Church is a vibrant
example of how an entire
congregation can share in the
blessing of sacrificial giving, ensuring that Evangelical
Seminary can continue its Great Commission work of
making both disciples and disciple makers.

Tim and Sonya
Valentino
Community Relations
Directors
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BOB & PAT JEPSEN

Paying Forward

and

Giving Back

Ordinary people with a deep
love for Christ can bless
God’s people far beyond the
span of their own lives.
That’s a lesson we can learn from the life of Robert D.
Palmer, who taught Sunday School at St. Matthew’s
EC Church in Emmaus, PA. While generally a quiet and
reserved man, the late Mr. Palmer had a profound
impact on Bob and Pat Jepsen, two generous donors to
Evangelical Seminary who now live in Whitefish, MT.
“Mr. Palmer was just a regular guy,” says Bob. “He wasn’t
flashy or dynamic, but he was always there. He spent a lot
of time with the youth, talking to us, encouraging us, and
mentoring us in the faith. His sincerity was captivating.”
The Jepsens give to Evangelical Seminary’s Fund for
Students every year—in large measure because Mr.
Palmer challenged them to do so. They also endow a
scholarship in Palmer’s name, benefiting a student in
the Marriage and Family Therapy program. Such was his
profound impact on the Jepsens!
At St. Matthew’s, Palmer poured his life into young
people, teaching them not only in the classroom, but also
taking them to baseball games, spearheading recycling
efforts, and organizing myriad events in which he could
maximize his face time with students.
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The Jepsens have resources to share with good
organizations, and they enjoy being openhanded with
what God has entrusted to them.
“We only give to organizations where we trust the
leadership,” Bob says. “Evangelical hasn’t drifted from
its mission, and we appreciate that. So it’s not only our
responsibility but our honor to give.”
As Mr. Palmer inspired the Jepsens to be serious givers,
so the Jepsens would like to also inspire others to be
generous toward the seminary. “I wish people would
see giving not as a duty, but as a joy,” says Pat. “We’re not
going to take anything with us. The resources God gives
us are on loan. We’re just stewards, and it’s our job to
make strategic investments in the kingdom of God.”
Is there anyone in your life who has had a profound
impact on your relationship with the Lord? If so, why not
follow in the footsteps of Robert Palmer, and Bob and
Pat Jepsen? Begin making kingdom investments in the
Fund for Students. Or consider endowing a scholarship
in honor of a special believer who has helped transform
your life.
Like Robert Palmer, you could share the lasting fruit of an
ordinary life—and help change the world in the process.

Sonya and Tim Valentino
Community Relations Directors

CHAPLAIN BOB BROWN

The Sailor’s Friend,
a Seminary Friend
Inspiring hope.
Strengthening spiritual well-being.
Increasing personal resilience.
Enhancing mission readiness.
That’s how the United States Navy describes the impact of
religious ministry through its Chaplain Corps. Evangelical
Seminary alumnus and supporter, retired Chaplain Robert
(“Bob”) Brown, served God and country in the U.S. Navy
for fifteen years. He served many more years as a pastor in
four Evangelical Congregational churches.
For 27 years, he and his wife, Cindy, have been faithful
monthly givers to Evangelical, “Seed Planters.” As he has
pastored civilians and sailors, he and his wife have lived a
cadence of generosity.
Bob sees the Christian life as a calling to discipline. He
encourages fellow believers to be open-handed as part of
their spiritual walk and training with the Lord. “Everything
that we have belongs to God,” he says. “We are stewards of
it. To know this truth, we have to live it by giving. It’s not
good for us spiritually to want to hoard or keep things.”
Bob is convinced that Christians should honor those
who formed others into the servants they’ve become. By
supporting Evangelical, Bob believes he is acknowledging
the debt of gratitude he has for the professors who were
his recruiters and trainers in the service of Christ. He is
thankful to the Lord for meaningful relationships with his

As he has pastored
civilians and sailors, he
has lived a cadence of
generosity.
professors, Dr. Jim Yoder and Dr. Bill Sailer, among others.
“They were true to their roots,” he says, “and those roots
were the Bible.”
As Chaplain Bob looks back, he celebrates his fellow
students—the leaders and pastors they became, not just
what he became as a result of his training at Evangelical.
Bob is excited about past and future students from
Evangelical, who not only serve in the important work
of local churches, but are also counselors, chaplains,
and leaders who reach people who won’t come into a
church. That’s another reason he gives to the mission of
Evangelical.
God’s people have a mission, and Evangelical mirrors the
chaplains who inspire hope, strengthen spiritual wellbeing, increase personal resilience, and enhance mission
readiness.

Sonya and Tim Valentino
Community Relations Directors
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THE WENGER FAMILY

Creative
Benefactors

S

adness and grief sometimes lead to joy
and blessing; this was the case for Carl
and Margaret Wenger. After the tragic
loss in 1994 of their granddaughter,
Renee Layser, they held a memorial dinner to
remember her, and to raise funds for a ministry
that was dear to the family.
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Twenty-three years later,

the Praise Dinner has raised a total of $1.8 million for
Evangelical Seminary and five additional local ministries.
Carl and Margaret founded the private nonprofit
Wenger Foundation in 1996 with the mission to
promote religious, educational and community service
organizations. Through the Foundation they organize
and raise funds to provide the annual dinner. Directing
the foundation is their daughter, Rose Wenger Walmer,
with third-generation family members now sharing in the
responsibilities.
Carl and Margaret Wenger have lived and worked in
Myerstown since they married in 1950. Initially they
operated a dairy farm, before Carl transitioned to
the farm equipment business. In time, the company
now known as Wengers of Myerstown has grown to
include farm equipment, tractor parts, construction
equipment, construction parts, motorcycle sales and
machining services. Today the business is owned and
managed by Carl and Margaret’s seven children and their
grandchildren.
In 2004-05, during Evangelical’s most recent building
renovation, then seminary President Dr. Kirby N. Keller
invited Carl and Margaret to make a lead gift. The couple
agreed to provide funds for the creation of a counseling
center to serve the local community on our Myerstown
seminary campus. This center was to offer reasonablypriced therapy to individuals, couples, and families, while
providing a place for senior level Marriage and Family
Therapy students to complete their required supervised
counseling hours. Consequently, The Wenger Marriage
and Family Center was birthed. Carl is pleased with the
legacy the family will leave in the community. Gifts from
The Wenger Foundation to this and other needs on
campus have totaled over $330,000!
“Evangelical teaches students to deal with issues that
are facing the church in our time and into the next
generation,” states Rose Wenger Walmer, who is also a
long-time member of the Evangelical Board of Trustees.
Over the last 12 years, Rose has “learned how much
the seminary impacts our churches and communities
and prepares students for leadership.” She also has
a very personal connection with Evangelical. Megan
Walmer, daughter of Rose and John “Wally” Walmer,
was a graduate of the MA in Leadership program.
Megan passed away suddenly in January 2015, just after

The Praise Dinner has
raised a total of $1.8
million for Evangelical
Seminary and five
additional local ministries.
completing her coursework. Rose shares, “Megan loved
her experience at the seminary. I was impressed with the
positive effect it had on her!”
The next Wenger Foundation Praise Dinner will be held
on Tuesday, April 10, 2018. Musical entertainment will
be provided by The Talleys, a well-known Christian music
family group; the guest speaker will be Rev. Bob Kettering.
We are profoundly grateful to the Wenger Foundation for
providing this wonderful event, which benefits the work
of the Seminary so much. Mark your calendars and plan
to join us!

Ann Steel
Vice President for Institutional
Advancement
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121 South College Street
Myerstown, PA 17067
800.532.5775
www.evangelical.edu
MISSION STATEMENT
In partnership with the church, Evangelical
Seminary develops servant leaders for
transformational ministry in a broken and
complex world by nurturing rigorous minds ,
passionate hearts, and Christ-centered actions.

S AV E T H E D AT E

BRINGING SCRIPTURE TO LIFE

Wenger Foundation

The Dorsey Museum is designed to give visitors
a window into everyday life in ancient Israel in
order to better understand the books of the Old
and New Testaments. Visit us at dorseymoba.org
for more information.

TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018
MUSICAL GUEST

The Talleys

MUSEUM HOURS

K E Y N OT E S P E A K E R

Monday: 11AM – 3PM
Wednesday: 10AM – 2PM
Saturday: 12PM – 4PM

Rev. Bob Kettering

NEW DEGREE PROGRAMS
COMING SOON!

E

xciting new degree programs are on the
horizon—namely a Doctor of Theology (ThD)
degree and a 36-credit Master of Arts (Bible).

We have recent accreditor approval for the MA (Bible)
and will hear back soon on the ThD! Both programs
are slated for a 2018 launch, so keep an eye out
for more information. In the meantime, contact
Evangelical.edu/request-information/ to start a
conversation on the focus, structure and content of
these two additions to our academic lineup.

